
West Dowling Phase II

Project Purpos e
Å Provide additional east -west connectivity and accessibility in 

West Anchorage

Å Improve the road network in the area between International 

Airport Road and Dimond Boulevard by providing increased 

capacity

Å Provide additional connections for freight and emergency 

service providers

Å Create a new connection for local residents and businesses

Å Reduce congestion on nearby arterials



Phase II Extension Project Area



Project History

West Dowling Road Phase II Extension is a portion of 

a larger project that has been considered for many 

years.

1971 - The concept 
of improving East -
West connectivity 
identified in the 
Anchorage Long 
Range 
Transportation Plan

2002 - Work began on 
the West Dowling Road 
Connection 
Environmental 
Assessment Project (Old 
Seward Highway to 
Minnesota Drive)

2007 - Environmental 
Assessment completed; 
Rovenna Street alternative 
selected

2008 - Project divided into 
Phase I and Phase II; Dowl 
HKM selected to design 
Phase I (Old Seward 
Highway to C Street)

2009 - HDR Alaska 
selected to design Phase 
II, a new road connection 
between C Street and 
Minnesota Drive

We are here!



Environmental Assessment

The Environmental Assessment (EA) initiated in 2002 evaluated the potential impacts of project alternatives on the 

physical, biological, and human resources in the area between Old Seward Highway and Minnesota Drive. 

Initially five build alignments and one No Action Alternative were 
considered.

Four of the build alignments were eliminated from further study 
leaving the Rovenna Street Alternative and the No Action Alternative.

The Federal Highway Administration issued a Finding of No Significant 
Impact in December of 2007 .

Following the completion of the Environmental Assessment, DOT&PF 
divided the study area into two distinct project areas for design and 
construction.

Phase I: Old Seward Highway to C Street, initiated in 2008 ( Dowl )

Phase II: C Street to Minnesota Drive, initiated in 2009 (HDR)



What will the road look like?

The West Dowling Road Phase II project calls for a four -lane roadway 

consisting of two lanes in each direction with a raised center median.  
Additional improvements include: 

ða new intersection at Raspberry/68th

ða new bridge over Arctic Blvd. and the Alaska Railroad Corporation tracks 

ðstreet lighting

ðdrainage

ðpedestrian amenities including a 6 -foot sidewalk and a 12 -foot separated pathway

The image below represents a typical cross section for the project.



Issues Identified: 

Environmental
The following environmental concerns were 

studied as part of the Environmental Assessment 

and will be considered in the design process:

ðAir Quality

ðWater Quality

ðWetlands & Water bodies

ðFloodplain

ðFish and Fish Habitat

ðWildlife

ðLand Use and Ownership

ðNoise



Issues Identified: Engineering

The following engineering constraints will guide 

the design process:

- Typical section

- Utility relocation 

- Bridge location

- Stormwater treatment

- Right-of-Way (ROW) acquisition


